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Moore's fame and his amazing popularity, both
literary and personal, which made Byron dedicate his
" Corsair " to " the poet of all circles and the idol of his
own/' have at least this significance for Ireland that wher-
ever Moore was celebrated, it was as champion of the
Irish cause. Among the poets whom Shelley describes as
weeping for Adonais, Moore appears: " Sad lerne sent
the sweetest lyrist of her saddest wrong/' And in Dublin,
where he went for a fortnight in May 1818, a great public
dinner was given in his honour, and at the theatre he was
called repeatedly to make his bow from the front of the
box. In short, he had in Ireland the sort of homage which
Walter Scott received in Scotland, and he welcomed it as
" scarcely more delightful to me on my own account than
as a proof of the strong spirit of nationality among my
countrymen."
This homage never failed him ; and though from
middle-age onward he did less and less to increase his fame
and Ireland's by poetry, he was increasingly the champion
of Ireland in satire and in prose.
After his debts had been settled in a manner most
honourable to him (for in spite of offers of public sub-
scription and of large gifts from great men, he let nobody
help him but his publisher) he came back to England, and
then went on a tour through Ireland with the Lansdownes,
which set him thinking with a vengeance. The projected
picturesque journal turned into an ironic History oj
Captain Rock and his Ancestors; its purpose was to show
how English rule from the first had been calculated to
breed moonlighters. The Life of Sheridan which followed
had many passages indicting not only English policy,
but Whig rale; and when this fashionable author chose
Lord Edward Ktzgerald, the rebel, as a new subject, ii
was certainly clear that he was perhaps writing to English-
men, but writing for Ireland. O'ConnelTs party wanted